23 September 2010
To Whom It May Concern:

I served as the official consultant assigned by International Baccalaureate to assist Incline High School through their application process in 2009-2010.  It has recently come to my attention that there is some question regarding the completion of a “feasibility study” as part of the application process.  It should be noted that since a majority of schools actively pursue advancements in their educational programs, an official feasibility study is not part of the application required by the International Baccalaureate Organization.

However, the Incline Schools Reflective Task Force conducted months of study, and then in May of 2009 submitted to Superintendent Dugan their recommendation that the school proceed with the process to become an International Baccalaureate school. Their study involved not only numerous faculty meetings, but also community forums.

Following Superintendent Dugan’s enthusiastic support for the Task Force findings, Incline High School filed an official “Interested School Form” with International Baccalaureate.  Subsequently, a majority of the required training of teachers and staff was begun. 

It should be noted that in my twenty-five years working with the International Baccalaureate Organization, I have not encountered a school which has conducted more faculty and community discussions questioning the value of the program.  I do sincerely hope that after the year’s delay, Incline High School will succeed in their application; not to proceed would be a tragedy for the many inspired teachers who work there and their students who deserve the best: a 21st century educational system and pedagogy with assessments at the international level.
Sincerely,

Jerry Chris, Ed.D.

Educational Consultant

drjchris@yahoo.com

