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MYP Humanities Global lesson for Earth Day 2010

Significant concepts
Everyone can helfp secure a more sustainable future through their own actions.

Areas of Interaction context
Environments: the role of individuals in creating a sustainable future

Approaches to learning

THINKING

Use imagination to think creatively about the future
Use evidence to think critically about the future

= =

Focusguestionsfor the lesson
T 2KFcG OKIFftSyaSa yR O2y¥FfAldia Yl @
the future?
1 What actions do we need to take as global citizens and consumers to help
secure a more sustainable future?

Assessment folearning

At the end of the lessonfisdents could be asked to reflect on what they have
learned

1 in a short oral or written reflection

1 in peer discussion (in pairs or sngbups).

A note on using video clips
This lesson makes use of a number of short videos, available from the Internet.

It is possible to show these during the lesson using a live Internet connection. Howeveray
prefer to download themn advanceand save them to your computesp that you are not
dependent oma live Internet connection during the lesson. Vidip://www.zamzar.combr similar
sites to download and save clips.



http://www.zamzar.com/
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1. What a wonderful world
Show students a cljpvithout sound of one of the following:

G 1 2 Yb$ ¥Yann Arthuertrand
Access the 2.5 minute trailer attp://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G8lozVfphy|

G! aKSa | hsregoyy £Edber6.5 minutes:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gSX444hQ5Vo&feature=jvst

Boththesemovieshaveamazing image2 ¥ LJS 2 LJ S Q@with the/HatB. ISiudernisi 2 y
can write a narrativiadd their own soundtrackortK S Of A LJ (G2 OSf SO NI (S
and our relationship with it.

2. YOI NIK 5Feé&Q

The first Earth Day was marked on 21 March 1®it8 the idea was that it would become a global
holiday © celebrate the wonder of life on our planet. tir2009 the United Nations observed this
day each yeaMarch 21was chosen becauseistthe vernal equinox (in the northern hemisphere,
the first day of Spring, when the earth is vertical with respecti®dun and day and night are of
equal length). On this day, at the moment of the equitiox Japanese Peace Bell, a bell donated by
Japan to the United Nations, has been rung at the UN headquarters in New York.

But a different day, 22 April, has becompapular focudor teaching about environmental matters
and taking action oenvironmental concerns, and has also come to be known as Earth Day. About
one billion people have been involvediarth Dayn 22 Aprilin recent yearsmaking it the largest
sealar event on the planet. More and more people have become aware of the environmental
perils facing life on Earth and wish to do something to mitigate human impact on the Earth. Earth
Day could catalyze millions of people to make personal commitments tsasarstainability and to
take small steps in homes, schools and businesses that add up to enormous collective action.

|  GAyYy3 G662 a9 NIK 5Feéaeg KFra 0SSy O2yFdzaay3ao Lo
indigenous president, the United Nans designated April 22 International Mother Earth Day in a
General Assembly resolution. So in 2010, for the first time, and for thedfiversary, the UN

International Mother Earth Day and Earth Day will be marked on the same dayNiesolution

asked us to "reflect on the interdependence that exists among human beings, other living species

and the planet we all inhabit". Morales makes the point that in Western cultures, Mother Earth has
been viewed as an object. He arguidmot just human beings he rights, but the planet has rights.”

Seehttp://www.earthday.net/node/77 for the history of Earth Day on 22 April.
Seehttp://www.earthsite.org/ for the history ofEarth Day on 21 March.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G8IozVfph7I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gSX444hQ5Vo&feature=fvst
http://www.earthday.net/node/77
http://www.earthsite.org/

Every day is Earth DayAuthor Unknown
We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, we borrow it from our childreNative Ameigan proverb

There's so much pollution in the air now that if it weren't for our lungs there'd be no place to put it Bbbert
Orben

Only when the last tree has died and the last river been poisoned and the last fish been caught will we reali
we cannoteat money. Cree Indian proverb

For 200 years we've been conquering Natuddow we're beating it to death.Tom McMillan, quoted in
Francesca Lymaiithe Greenhouse Trap990

| conceive that the land belongs to a vast family of which many are dead, fesviaing, and countless numbers
are still unborn. A Chieftain from Nigeria

There are no passengers on Spaceship Eavtte are all crew.Marshall McLuhan, 1964

Humankind has not woven the web of lifeWe are but one thread within it. Whatever we do b the web, we do
to ourselves. All things are bound together All things connect.Chief Seattle, 1855

52y Qi o6do@ptanets ardhard to findTime magazine

I ydzYoSNJ 2F GKSaS |1jdzz G G A 2what dobsNES tefudR ¥ A Y RA 3§

3. What if”XA consequences wheeX

a) Starter:a | dzYalHyone minute video on YouTube produced by Three Legged Legs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osUiUaN@s ¢ Be warned- this animation is
provocativeand contentious. It containglisturbingimages that you may nothink are
suitable for your classPlease preview it first!

b) i) Introducethe followinggraphs that illustrate eightifferent indicators oecdogical
footprintson Earth

Increases itnumanpopulation
Water use

CQ concentration

Paper consumption

The number of cars

Fertilizer consumption

The loss of rainforesand fisheres

= =4 4 4 -4 4 -2


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osUiUaNOo2s
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Available as full page at the end of the lessoand as part othe attached PowerPoint file

i) Divide the class into eight groups, each one focusing on one of the indicators. Provide
each group with marker pens and a large piece of paper with concentric arcles

Fules Wheel

Atemplateisappended.

iii) Each group should vieitheir chosen indicator ithe centercircle. The group should ask

0 K S Y a SWhet&ré the indmediate consequences of thiesndK € | YR g NRA UGS (K S
the surrounding circle. For example, ifthendg I & WKA IKSNJ 26y SNEKA L) £
2 @Sy aifrmedidtkcBnsequences could be: no need for a conventional oven, less heat in
the kitchen, more radiation in the environmergneed for different pots and pans.

iv) Next, the groups need to think what consequences may follow on from the first one
StRSytGa akKz2dzZ R gNAGS (KSaS waSO2yR 2NRSND O
5
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V) Succeeding third and fourth order consequences can be added to the corresponding
circles, although it is not really necessary to track every consequence as far as it goes.

[Ach GAGE& FRFLIISR FTNBY 5F@AR 1 A014aY a/ AGAT SYaKAL
UK 200X a highly recommended resource for teachers. Order from

http://www.wwf.org.uk/what _we do/working_with _schools/resources/resources _to_purchase/citi
zenship_for_the futurg

4.  Stepping into the future

Stepping into

t he f ut

This image and the one below aaeailable afowePoint slidesin a separate attachment

a) What ismy ¥cologicalf 2 2 (i LINA y i QK
There are a variety of websites that students can use to calcthiaieown ecological
footprint:

http://www.myfo otprint.org/en/visitor_information/ (in English)
http://www.myfootprint.org/es/ (in Spanish)

http://www.myfootprint.org/fr/ (in French)

also available in Russiand Chinese.

This site has a dregown menu of countries, bunightbe betterto completewith
parents at home as it requires information about household income, size of home,
sources of food and energy, distance of travel, etc.

http://earthday.net/footprint2/index.html This is a very visual calculator with sound, but
requires you to choose a locatiamthe USA Canada, Switzerland or Australiayou live

in another country, you can choose thers®n which is closest to your situation.
Students will need to know the size of their living space in sgjoeetres.



http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/working_with_schools/resources/resources_to_purchase/citizenship_for_the_future
http://www.wwf.org.uk/what_we_do/working_with_schools/resources/resources_to_purchase/citizenship_for_the_future
http://www.myfootprint.org/en/visitor_information/
http://www.myfootprint.org/es/
http://www.myfootprint.org/fr/
http://earthday.net/footprint2/index.html

b)
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http://www.zerofootprintkids.com/kids _home.aspis a suitable site for yager

a0dzRSyGdad LG O2YLI NBa Iy AYRAGARIzZ f Qa OF f
resources in either Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, India, Japan, Mexico, South Africa,
UK or USA.

http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/environment/webstuff/footprint.html
This site ha a simple footprint calculator that does not involve energy diats,
students could coplete it without adult assistance.

http://www.panda.org/how_you_can_help/greenliving/footprint_calculator/

This isa simpleversionfor students to completecurrently available for Australia,

Belgium (in French @nDutch), Germany (in German), Greece (in Greek), Hong Kong,
New Zealand, Switzerland (in German, Italian, French and English) and the UK. Use this
version fora fastcalculation. If you live in another country, you can choose the version
which is closedo your situation. It gives the number of planet Earths you would need if
everyone had your lifestyle and tonnes of carbon that you produce.

Review: The Footprint Continuum

Regardless of wbh footprint calculator you choosesk students to line up iank
order - from the student that needs the highest number of planet earths to live their
lifestyleat one endto the lowestnumber at the other

Questionstudents abou K& (1 KS& fAS AY RAFFSNByYyG LI I O
and what changes thegould maketo the way they live to maktheir footprint smaller.

This will encourage students to get thinking about the actions they can take, covered in

the final activity.

Stepping into the future

An activity for sudents to explore how thegxpectthe future planet will be like
(probable future) and how theyhopeit will be like preferable future) in terms of our
ecologicafootprint.

i) Drawing on their reflections on their ownotprint, ask students to constru¢tvo
timelinesfrom today to 2050, oe for what they wouldike to happen (their
preferablefuture) and one forwhat they thinkwill happen their probablele
future). Along each timeline, students can draw or write events that could happen
that change our footprint on the plangpossiblyn the form of newsflashesSee the
supporting Power®int slide(illustrated below and available as a separate
PowerPoint attachmento give you an idea.


http://www.zerofootprintkids.com/kids_home.aspx
http://www.educ.uvic.ca/faculty/mroth/438/environment/webstuff/footprint.html
http://www.panda.org/how_you_can_help/greenliving/footprint_calculator/
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Preferable Mn

L1

Local and/or global scale

This image and the images above are available as PowerPointisl@iesparate
attachment.

i) Display the timelines to give studerttee chanceo share and compare them in
small groups. Questiorfer studentsto reflect on the activityafterwards

1 How areyour probable future timelines different from the preferable
future ones?

1 Are there particular areas of life where the differences are most marked?

1 What are youmgloomiest forecasts for the future?

1 What would the future planet look like yiour hopes inyour preferable
timelines were realized?

1 As a class, can vegriveat a composite picture abur preferred future?

o RFLWGSR FNRY 5F@AR | AO14Y &/ AGAT Sy a KWK2001 2 NJ G

5.  Action: Stepping into our preferred future

Introduce the students to the idea that if they want to readieir preferred future therwe
will have to ensure that we live inraore sustainable manner.

a){ K2¢g GKS a22Y06L0G oI f f-htth:wwd.glddal-¢ 2y S YA ydziS
mindshift.org/memesivombat.swf produced byhttp://www.global-mindshift.org/

b) Students create a minchap of possible ways they can reduce their ecological footprint
f 2KSNB Ll2aarofSzT tAy] ol éntheir thinkindedbduNJ WO 2
their ecological footprint calculatiogearlier

8


http://www.global-mindshift.org/memes/wombat.swf
http://www.global-mindshift.org/memes/wombat.swf
http://www.global-mindshift.org/
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f Linkol O1 G2 GKSANI GAYStEAYySa Ayia2 GKS Tdzi
our preferable futuresto become theprobablefuture?

c) Studentsshoulddecide on the most effectiyaealistt action that they can takas
individualsto reduce their footprint

d) Students then write pledges of the actions that they plan to take on the footprint
templates (preferaly printed on recycled paper). The footprints daen be displayed.

e) Atintervalsover the comingnonths, revisit their footprint pledgesnd have students
reflect on their commitmenfachievementsowardsthem.

oHow wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment before starting to improve th
worldé. Anne Frank

GYou mustbethe changeyouw y i (2 &S S Mahatma Bhdndig 2 NI RE @

dit is not enough to be compassionate; you must &cthe Dalai Lama

oNeverdoubt that a small group of thoughtful people could change the world. Indeedt it
0KS 2yfteé (KAyMagarddMaad SOSNI KI aé @

oChange will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We are the
ones we've been waiting folWe are theOK I y 3 S (i K | Baradk Sbamsé&s S| ¢ @



http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/barackobam409128.html
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Recommended wbsitesfor extension

Earth Day Mtwork http://www.earthd ay.net/ is full of useful information. The Earth Day

b S i ¢ 2 ¢dhmign add programs are predicated on the belief that an educated, energized
population will take action to secure a healthy future for itself and its chilélrgn ! v Slj dzA @I f &
website in $anish can be found athttp://www.ecosofia.org/2006/04/dia_de la tierra_ 22 abril

http://www.treehugger.com/ Treehuggelis amediasite witha wealth of material including
I NG AOEf Sar OARS2a YR NIYRAZ2 aK2ga gAGK GKS |AY

http:/kidsfootprint.org/ Suitable for younger student,A R& Q Q@i2ea & diihhle yay of

showing how the choices we make in the way we live has impacts on the size of our ecological
F220LINAY UGS F20dzaAy3a 2y F22RI GNIyaLRNI |yR Sy
based on the responses to the questions. The site also profudiéer ideas for lesson plans. The

website was created byredefining Progress collaboration withEarth Day Network

http://www.olliesworld.com/-h f £ A S &igan hteratlivé&ksustainability resource for younger
aGdzRSyita oA0GK ftAyla (G2 ariaSazr ahttAsS NBOeOf Sa:

Movies/Videos

4 2 Y Sadilm by Yann ArthuBertrand(2009)Visit
http://www.youtube.com/user/homeproject?blend=1&ob=4fr the entire movie in English,
Spanish, Arabic or French.

Thed ! a KSa | weRBsitd, hghlighting the exhibition kartist, Gregory Colbert
http://www.ashesandsnow.org/en/home.php

Water Planet(Leonardo DTaprio)lash movie at:
http://www.| eonardodicaprio.org/files/videos/waterplanet.html

G ¢ KS ™mwm byl eoharddzDiEapri@007) imow available on DVD. Visit
http://11thhouraction.com/for teaching resources for how to use the movie, and an opputy
to join the 11" hour action community.

The story of stuff CNZR Y (i KFom @sSegtrackiain $inuglisale, use and disposal, all the
stuff in our lives affects communities at home and abroad, yet most of this is hidden fromThew.
Story ofStuffis a 20minute, fastpaced, facffilled look at the underside of our production and
consumption patternsThe Story of Stuéxposes the connections between a huge number of
environmental and social issues, and calls us together to create a mdegnside and just world.

It'll teach you something, it'll make you laugh, and it just may change the way you look at all the
aGdzZFT Ay @& 2 dewistriofstficdn® NE S NE ®
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http://www.earthday.net/
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http://www.treehugger.com/
http://kidsfootprint.org/
http://www.redefiningprogress.org/
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http://11thhouraction.com/
http://www.storyofstuff.com/
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Games

http://www.mysusthouse.org/game.htmt Susthousds a website with two games for students up
to 14 years old; one game exploneays to make a more sustainable environmesntd the other
explores how to build a sustainable hou3é&e games require Flash 7. Written and produced by
www.sust.org Glasgow, Scotland.

http://www.electrocity.co.nz/ElectroCityis an online game that lets players manage their own
GANIdzl £ (G2¢6ya YR OAGAS&A® LGQA INBIG Fdzy (2 LI
sustainability and environmental management in New Zealand. Written and produced by Genesis
Energy, New Zealand.

http://www.recyclezone.org.uk/home_fz.aspRecycle Zonés a site with various activities and
3 YSa AyOfdzZRAY3IX aGKS NHzooOA&AK OKIFffSyaSészs aia
GK2¢ o6l aiSR FNB &2dzKé¢ 2 Nach@wsy | yR LINPRdzOSR o8&

http://planetgreen.discovery.com/gameguizzes/tomgreenquiz
game.html?campaign=th_nav_quiS websitePlanet Greerhas the Tom Green qufor older
students to add a bit of fun!

With thanks to Andy Dorn and Simon Scoon@ew International School of
Thailand Bangkokfor developing this lesson.

Templates drawn byPook SrisuksawadViarketing & Creative Coordinatqr
New International School of Thailand.
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